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Coherence

Knowledge Exchange

Monthly Meetings:

•  Upcoming Events

•  Subgroup Updates

•  Presentation(s)

•  Discussion

Mission, Objectives, Ways of Working

Shared vision 

• Building on the work of the 
DIOWG

• Roots in the 
STIDS/KGOIDS community

• Being formally established 
under the Square Dance 
MOU (in progress)

• Attendance from across 
defence and national 
security organisations 
across the Five Eyes 
nations
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Mission Statement

To advance ontology engineering across Five Eyes nations through 
collaborative research and development, creating robust semantic 
frameworks that enhance intelligence operations and information 
sharing among allied partners while accommodating the distinct 
intelligence perspectives, priorities, and operational requirements 
of each nation. 

Mission, Objectives, Ways of Working
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Vision Statement

To be the preeminent multi-national hub for intelligence-focused 
ontology engineering; delivering academically rigorous solutions 
that seamlessly integrate into operational environments; supporting 
diverse analytical approaches and intelligence needs across 
partner nations; and revolutionizing how FVEY partners 
understand, share, and leverage complex intelligence data 
regardless of their unique mission focus or use case. 

Mission, Objectives, Ways of Working
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Key Principles

Engineering 
Excellence: 
Apply rigorous 

ontology design 
principles to 

intelligence domain 
challenges, ensuring 

flexibility to 
accommodate 

varying analytical 
methodologies and 

conceptual 
frameworks. 

Operational 
Impact: 

Ensure engineered 
solutions directly 

enhance real-world 
intelligence 

capabilities across 
the full spectrum of 

use cases.

Collaborative 
Development: 

Leverage combined 
FVEY expertise to 

create interoperable 
ontological 

frameworks for 
seamless 

information 
exchange and 
collaborative 

analysis while 
preserving national 

perspectives. 

Security by 
Design: 

Incorporate security 
considerations and 
requirements of all 

partner nations 
throughout the 

engineering process. 

Standards-
Driven: 

Develop and 
promote shared 

ontological 
standards that 

facilitate seamless 
intelligence 

exchange while 
maintaining the 

flexibility to support 
nation-specific 

intelligence 
applications and 

emerging use cases.

Perspective 
Neutrality: 

Embrace, reconcile, 
and integrate 

multiple viewpoints 
on intelligence 

problems, ensuring 
ontologies can 

represent diverse 
cultural, operational, 

and analytical 
perspectives across 

the FVEY 
community. 
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Typically, on the First Wednesday of the month at 0700AM EST

Upcoming Presentations: 

• June – Chris Partridge / Coordinate Systems Ontology

• July – To Be Determined

• August – Joe Blankenship / Presentation pending public release

• September – To Be Determined

• October – Alec Scully / Mapping of SOSA to BFO

• November – Ernesto / Knowledge Graph Repair

• December – To Be Determined

Upcoming Meetings
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FOWG Subgroup Report

IES-BFO Cross-Ontology Working Group

Chaired by Nigel D and John Beverley

Contributors include Chris Partridge, Barry Smith, Paul Cripps, 
Rebecca Rafferty, Amanda Hicks, Derek Weber, Helena Blackmore, 

Giacomo de Colle and more

Let’s keep up the great work! 
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FOWG Subgroup Report

IES-BFO Cross-Ontology Working Group

https://ceur-ws.org/Vol-4176/ 

Officially published March 2 2026

https://ceur-ws.org/Vol-4176/
https://ceur-ws.org/Vol-4176/
https://ceur-ws.org/Vol-4176/
https://ceur-ws.org/Vol-4176/
https://ceur-ws.org/Vol-4176/


FOWG

9

UNCLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED
9

UNCLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED

Presentations



FOWG

10

UNCLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED
10

UNCLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED

Activities 2026-2027

• Formal Establishment

• Monthly open meetings

• Closed Committee meetings

• Special meetings/workshops

• IES-BFO cross-ontology subgroup

• 5E Ontology Foundry

• Cut some code

Looking Ahead

How to get involved:

• Give a presentation

• Join a technical subgroup

• Attend monthly meeting
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